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Parsha: Nitzavim
      On the last day of Moshe’s life, he gathered 
the entire nation together to renew their 

covenant and commitment to G-d. The most 

important Jew was gathered with the simplest, 

lest anyone claim that had he been there he 

would have voiced opposition.  

     The Talmud says that the purpose of this 

recommitment was for the people to accept 

responsibility, not only for themselves, but for 

each other too. A Jew is obligated to ensure 

that every other Jew keeps the mitzvahs too. 

When a single Jew sins, there is a collective 

responsibility upon the whole community. 

Had they perhaps chastised the sinner, or even 

better, had they acted in a more appropriate 

manner themselves thereby exerting a 

positive influence, the sinner may have never 

transgressed in the first place. This is what is meant by the popular phrase, “All Jews are responsible for each other.” 

     Moshe informed the people about the 

terrible consequences that would await them 

if they would transgress the Torah and 

mitzvahs. He also warned them to take his 

words seriously and not think that they are 

immune to G-d’s punishment. Moshe also 

foretold that eventually, after much sinning and 

punishment, the people would be aroused to 

return to G-d. G-d will accept their repentance 

and this will lead to a Messianic era, when the 

nation will be gathered from throughout the 

exile and return to Israel with great blessing.  

     Moshe further encouraged the people to 

observe the Torah, saying that it was not too 

difficult for them to do so. The Torah is not in 

the heavens or across the seas making it too 

difficult to achieve. Rather, it is within the 

capacity of every Jew to be able to accomplish, 

if they just put forth the effort.   

     In closing, Moshe reminded the people that 

the choice of loving G-d and following His laws 

is nothing less than choosing between good and 

life, or bad and death. If the Jewish people keep 

the mitzvahs properly, they will merit eternal 

life, and if they do not, the result will be death, 

not merely for the present but also for the 

future.

 

Insights: Rosh Hashanah 

May it be Your will to grant us a sweet and happy year  

There is a custom to eat sweet foods on Rosh Hashana, as well 

as to avoid bitter and sour foods. This is meant to symbolize 

our wishes and prayers that G-d grant us a sweet year. Rav 

Shlomo Wolbe commented that if we are so careful about the 

foods we eat, lest they portend a negative year, we must 

certainly be careful that our behavior on Rosh Hashana be 

sweet, and not portray negativity. He related that he once saw 

an elderly couple who were so meticulous to purchase all the 

customary foods for the holiday. When the wife returned from 

her shopping trip the husband saw that she had overspent on 

some of the foods. The husband berated his wife for being careless with their money. Rav 

Wolbe remarked that it is hard to imagine anything positive coming from observing this 

custom under such circumstances. 
 

Did You Know?  
One need not sit in the succah in a heavy rain. If it only rains lightly, however, he must 

remain in the succah. If he is the type of person who is sensitive even to a little rain, he may 

leave the succah. The litmus test is whether he would leave the room if this happened in his 

home. Once a person begins to eat the meal in his house because of the rain, he need not 

return to the succah the rest of the meal, even if it stops raining. (The first night of Succos, 

however, if it stops raining during the meal, one should return to the succah.). 

Thought for the Week: We must learn to put practice into theory.  (A Candle By Day) 

 
 

Friday, September 3 
 

 6:30am Selichos & Shacharis 

 

 7:38pm Candlelighting 
 7:40pm Mincha / Maariv 
 
 

Shabbos, September 4 
 

 8:45am Shacharis 

 
 

 6:30pm Pirke Avos 
 7:30pm  Mincha / Shalosh Seudos / 

  Maariv 
 
 

Sunday, September 5 
 

6:30am Selichos & Shacharis 

 

9:15am Parsha Class 

(R. Nisenbaum) 
 

 

10:00am “The 613 Mitzvos” 

(R. Stoll) 
 

Monday, September 6 
 

6:30am Selichos & Shacharis 

 

1:24pm Chatzos (Midday) 

7:32pm Candlelighting 

7:35pm Mincha 

8:32pm Maariv 
 

Tuesday, September 7 
 

 7:45am Shacharis 

 ~11:00am Shofar 

 7:15pm Mincha 

 8:31pm Maariv 

 >8:49pm Candlelighting (60) 
 

Wednesday, September 8 
 

 7:45am Shacharis 

 ~11:00am Shofar 

 7:15pm Mincha 

 8:37pm Maariv 

 

Thursday, September 9 
 

5:49am Fast Starts 

6:15am Selichos & Shacharis 

7:10pm Mincha 

8:15pm Maariv 

8:36pm Fast Ends (50) 

 

Friday, September 10 
 

6:30am Selichos & Shacharis 

7:26pm Candlelighting 

7:30pm Mincha / Maariv 

 

 

 

 

Shanah Tovah 
 

Have a Happy, Healthy 

New Year from the 

Jewish Learning 

Connection! 

 
 

High Holiday Seats 
 

Please call R. Stoll to 

arrange for High 

Holiday seating.  Space 

is very limited. 

 


