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Parsha: Nitzavim
      On the last day of Moshe’s life, he gathered the 
entire nation together to renew their covenant 

and commitment to G-d. The most important Jew 

was gathered with the simplest, lest anyone 

claim that had he been there he would have 

voiced opposition.  

     The Talmud says that the purpose of this 

recommitment was for the 

people to accept responsibility, 

not only for themselves, but for 

each other too. A Jew is 

obligated to ensure that every 

other Jew keeps the mitzvahs 

too. When a single Jew sins, 

there is a collective 

responsibility upon the whole 

community. Had they perhaps 

chastised the sinner, or even 

better, had they acted in a more 

appropriate manner themselves thereby 

exerting a positive influence, the sinner may have 

never transgressed in the first place. This is what is meant by the popular phrase, “All Jews are responsible for each other.” 

     Moshe informed the people about the terrible 

consequences that would await them if they 

would transgress the Torah and mitzvahs. He 

also warned them to take his words seriously and 

not think that they are immune to G-d’s 
punishment. Moshe also foretold that eventually, 

after much sinning and punishment, the people 

would be aroused to return to G-d. G-d will accept 

their repentance and this will lead to a Messianic 

era, when the nation will be gathered from 

throughout the exile and return 

to Israel with great blessing.  

 Moshe further encouraged the 

people to observe the Torah, 

saying that it was not too 

difficult for them to do so. The 

Torah is not in the heavens or 

across the seas making it too 

difficult to achieve. Rather, it is 

within the capacity of every Jew 

to be able to accomplish, if they 

just put forth the effort.  In 

closing, Moshe reminded the people that the 

choice of loving G-d and following His laws is 

nothing less than choosing between good and life, 

or bad and death. If the Jewish people keep the 

mitzvahs properly, they will merit eternal life, and 

if they do not, the result will be death, not merely 

for the present but also for the future.

 

Insights: Rosh Hashana 

On Rosh Hashana all mankind passes before Him  (Talmud Rosh Hashana)  
The Sar Sholom of Belz once noticed two Jews talking to each other on Rosh Hashana. He asked his 

son to find out what the two were saying. The son returned to his father and reported that he had 

heard one of the men telling the other, “Oy! Today is Rosh Hashana! What can we show for ourselves 

when we face the Al-mighty in judgment?” “Ah!” exclaimed the Belzer Rebbe, “That little statement will override the Satan’s accusations against 
the Jewish people. The Satan is not impressed by all the defenses of the Jewish nation. When he is 

shown the tzedakah the Jewish people give he argues that others also give charity. Other nations also practice kindliness and conduct their dealings with honesty. But when he sees a Jew’s broken heart 

worried that he has not sufficiently served his Creator—that is something unique to the Jewish people. It is that broken heart that will bring the Jewish people a good judgment in Heaven.”! 

 

Did You Know?  
After reciting the blessings on the lulav and esrog they are waved and shaken in each of the 

six directions. This is meant as a prayer to protect us from the dangerous winds in the 

different directions. The custom in Ashkenazic congregations is to wave them in the 

following order: East (front), South (right), West (back), North (left), up, and down. Other 

congregations wave them differently, according to the Arizal: south, north, east, up, down, 

and west. One may wave the lulav according to his custom even if it differs from that of the 

congregation.  When waving the lulav downwards, it should not be pointed downwards, 

which is somewhat disrespectful, rather one should crouch downward a bit and wave the 

lulav upright. 

Thought for the Week:     We start thinking of keeping in shape when we no longer have any 

shape to keep.  (A Candle By Day) 

 
 

Friday, September 23 
 

 7:04pm Candlelighting 

 7:05pm Mincha / Maariv 
 
 

Shabbos, September 24 
 

 8:45am Shacharis 

 6:00pm Pirke Avos 

 6:55pm  Mincha / Shalosh Seudos / 

Maariv 
 
 

Sunday, September 25 
 

6:30am SELICHOS / 

SHACHARIS 
 

 7:00pm Candlelighting 

 7:00pm  Mincha 

 8:00pm Maariv 
 

Monday, September 26 

Rosh Hashana – Day 1 
 

 7:45am Shacharis 
11:15am Shofar (approx.imately) 

 

 6:45pm Mincha 

 7:58pm Maariv 

>8:17pm Candlelighting 
 

Tuesday, September 27 

Rosh Hashana – Day 2 
 

 7:45am Shacharis 
11:15am Shofar (approx.imately) 

 

 6:45pm Mincha 

 8:05pm Maariv 
  

Wednesday, September 28 

Tzom Gedaliah 
 

6:08am Fast Begins (Dawn) 

6:15am Selichos / Shacharis 

6:40pm Mincha 

7:40pm Maariv 

8:03pm Fast Ends 
 

Thursday, Sept 29 
 

6:30am Selichos / Shacharis 

 

 

 

 

Class Connection 
 

R. Nisenbaum:  
425-436-6200 #352171 

 

“The Torah Podcast” weekly 

at all podcast locations 
 

R. Stoll:  
Zoom: 876-619-3551 
Audio: 669-900-9128 

 

Mazal Tov 
Jon & Davida Schultz and 

Dr. David & Trish 

Rosenblum upon the 

engagement of their children 

 

Condolences 
Dr. Moshe & Sydney Harris 

upon the loss of her father 

 


