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Parsha: Tzav
      One of the kohain’s jobs in the Mishkan was to 
separate a heap of ashes each morning from the remains of the previous day’s offerings. This was 
deposited on the floor near the altar. When the 

ashes would pile up, the kohain would don special 

clothes and remove the ashes outside of the camp. 

The removal of ashes did not have to be done every 

day. 

     Although this cleanup had to be done anyway, the 

Torah gives it the status of the actual service itself. 

The service was not considered to be complete until 

everything was cleaned up, 

and only the kohain was 

allowed to do this cleanup. 

The intention of this was to 

teach that one should never 

feel that a mitzvah is beneath 

his dignity, even if it does no 

seem very dignified. 

     The kohanim were also 

obligated to make sure the 

altar had enough wood to 

remain burning at all times. 

The fire represented the 

Torah and its indestructibility throughout time. Indeed, the altar’s fire burned 
throughout the existence of the Mishkan.  

      The Torah also explains who was allowed to eat 

the different sacrifices. Parts of each sacrifice, most 

significantly the blood and certain fats, were burnt 

on the altar. It is interesting to note that these parts 

could not be eaten anyway, so no part of the animal 

was being “wasted” by offering the sacrifice. Certain 
sacrifices, however, such as the olah, or burnt 

offering, were completely consumed on the altar 

(except for the skin, which was given to the kohain as 

payment).  

     Parts of other sacrifices, such as the sin offering, 

the guilt offering, and the meal offerings, could only 

be eaten by the kohanim and only in the Temple area. 

Aside from being payment to the kohain for his 

service in the Temple, this eating would also serve as 

atonement for the person bringing the sacrifice. 

     Other sacrifices, such as the 

peace offering, and the 

thanksgiving offering, which 

included forty loaves of bread, 

were also eaten by the family 

and friends of the person 

bringing the sacrifice, although 

the kohain got his share from 

them, too. These could be eaten 

anywhere in Jerusalem, by 

people who were ritually pure.  

     The latter part of the portion 

discusses the ceremony of 

inaugurating the family of 

kohanim for their service. The ceremony, which 

involved special sacrifices, immersions in the mikveh, 

and the anointing of Ahron and his sons, would take 

place over the seven days prior to the dedication of 

the Tabernacle. The final inauguration of the 

Tabernacle took place on the first day of Nissan.

 

Insights: Purim 

To the Jews there was light, joy, happiness, and glory… (Esther 8:15) The mashgiach of one 

of the prominent yeshivos was speaking tearfully to his students at the Purim feast. He pleaded with 

them that they should not be like Teflon pans. The young men looked at each other in amazement. 

Although nobody voiced their thoughts, they privately agreed that the mashgiach was probably still under the influence of the wine he had drunk.  The mashgiach noticed the looks and explained. “My 
dear students, Purim will be over in a few hours. We must examine ourselves to see if the holiness of 

Purim has impacted us or not. Has it increased our love for G-d, for Torah, and for our fellow Jews? 

The test will be how we conduct ourselves tomorrow morning. Do not be like Teflon pans where nothing sticks! Take advantage of the last few hours to help guide you throughout the year!” 
 

Did You Know?  
If a person will not be home for Pesach, he must still rid his house from chametz, since a Jew may not 

own chametz during Pesach. Some people “sell” their house with all the chametz within through the 

rabbi to a non-Jew for the duration of Pesach, thus removing the chametz from their possession. 

However, this does not exempt one from the Rabbinic mitzvah to search for chametz. Thus, one should 

set aside at least one room that is not sold, and it should be cleaned well for Pesach. It must be a room 

where chametz is sometimes brought. The night before Pesach this room should be searched with the 

blessing.  If one leaves before that night, he should still check the room the night before he leaves, but 

without a blessing. 

Thought for the Week:  Life has become one big costume ball.  (A Candle By Day) 

 
 

Friday, March 18 
 

 7:00am Shacharis 

 

 7:18pm Candlelighting 

 7:20pm Mincha / Maariv 
 
 

Shabbos, March 19 
 

 8:45am Shacharis 

 

 6:40pm Laws of Pesach 

 7:10pm  Mincha / Shalosh Seudos / 

  Maariv 
 

 

Sunday, March 20 
 

8:00am Shacharis 

9:15am Parsha Class 

(R. Nisenbaum) 

 

10:00am “The 613 Mitzvos” 

(R. Stoll) 
 

Monday, March 21 
 

7:00am Shacharis 
 

 8:00pm Understanding Emunah: 

Faith in the Sages 

(R. Nisenbaum) 
 

Tuesday, March 22 
 

7:00am Shacharis 
 

8:00pm Avos D’Rav Nosson 
(R. Stoll)  

 

Wednesday, March 23 
 

7:00am Shacharis 
 

8:00pm Nach Still Speaks  

(R. Stoll) 
 

Thursday, March 24 
 

7:00am Shacharis 

 

8:00pm The 12 Jewish Months 

(R. Stoll) 
 

10:15pm Parsha Class 

(R. Nisenbaum) 

 

 

Class Connection 
 

R. Nisenbaum:  
425-436-6200 #352171 

 

R. Stoll:  
Zoom: 876-619-3551 
Audio: 669-900-9128 

 

Insights Into the Haggadah 
3-part series on Mondays 

beginning March 28th 8:00 

 

Sponsorship 
This issue is sponsored by Ivan 

Goldberg on the occasion of his 

father’s yahrzeit, Moshe Yosef 

ben Ahron Dovid HaLevi 


